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Country profiles — how to read the Almanac
Each country profile provides an overview of public institutions in the area of food and feed safety.

Diagram of national institutions: Each chapter starts
with a simplified diagram depicting the organisational

structures and hierarchies. The main institutions of maw ﬁ@
each country are given as an acronym. The list of ab-

breviations (Chapter 5) contains the full names of all
institutions listed in the Almanac (in English as well as
the language of each country). Institutions at central/

Simplified depiction of food safety authorities in Republic of Belarus

national level are illustrated in blue boxes, regional/local institutions in turquoise ones.

Legal foundation: Brief description of national legal foundations in the p—

area of food and feed safety at the beginning of the chapter. Republican Centre for Hygiene,
Epidemiology and Public Health

» State sanitary and epidemiological
Institutions at central level (shown in blue boxes): Tasks and activities surveillance
> Risk management
> Risk communication

of each institution are described in a separate section for each

institution. The blue box at the beginning of each section contains the ont ek
eat: Minsl|

acronym and the full name of the institution. The grey box below lists http:/swww.rcheph.by

the main tasks in the area of food and feed safety, followed by the city @ @m@
in which the institution is based and the website.
Responsibility: Ten pictograms are used to illustrate the areas of responsibility of each respective institution.

Plant protection
products

Genetic

@ naineerin % Contaminants
engineering 3
Residues of veterinary
Feed Food supplements medicinal products
@ Mineral water Novel foods & ’ Zoonoses

Regional and local level: Institutions on a regional and local level are

Drinking water

OB

described in a separate section. They are highlighted by turquoise In total, six veterinary departments under agri-
culture and food committees, the state institution
coloured boxes. “Minsk Cily Veterinary Station” and 118 district

(municipal) veterinary stations operate on the
regional and local levels. .



B ENP* countries with profiles in the Almanac

ENP* countries not included in the Alimanac
(country profiles requested)

B European Member States, EFTA countries and EU
enlargement (candidate and potential candidate)
countries (see EU Food Safety Aimanac for details)

* For EFSA definition of ENP countries look at https://lwww.efsa.europa.euldelpartnersnetworks/international.
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Foreword

Food Safety in European neighbouring countries: an Almanac

Dear Readers,

This Food Safety Almanac gives an overview of
the competent public institutions and the struc-
ture of food safety systems of the EU’s European
Neighbourhood Policy (ENP) countries. The EU
works with its southern and eastern neighbours
through the ENP to achieve the closest possible
political association and the greatest possible
degree of consumers’ protection.

Due to the free movement of food/feed and po-
tential food crises, neighbourhood countries’
awareness of EU regulations and procedures
on consumer safety — including food crisis
response — are crucial for protecting consumers
while promoting regional trade. The ENP coun-
tries require information about risk assessment
and risk communication, and the European food
safety system including its institutions, such as
the European Food Safety Authority (EFSA).
The aim is to increase their knowledge on the
EU’s food safety policy and decisions that are
based on solid science, with a view to facilitate
enhanced cooperation between ENP countries
and EFSA.

EFSA's cooperation with the ENP countries dates
back to 2009 when the first training seminar on
EU food safety and the role of EFSA was or-
ganised. Building on the previous experiences,

EFSA continued its cooperation with the EU
Neighbourhood countries via the programme
funded from the European Neighbourhood and
Partnership Instrument (ENPI). Through this
Programme EFSA is actively pursuing greater
cooperation in food safety risk assessment with
the following countries: Algeria, Armenia, Azer-
baijan, Belarus, Egypt, Georgia, Israel, Jordan,
Lebanon, Moldova, Morocco, Palestine’, Tunisia
and Ukraine.

This brochure is intended for everyone who
would like to find out more about food safety
structures and institutions, as well as people who
work in the following institutions and fields: food
safety agency staff, trade and general interest
press, consumer associations, the food industry,
science and politics.

This Food Safety Almanac covers the country
profiles of ten ENP countries. The brochure does
not claim to give a full description of each na-
tional structure, but is limited to the essential as-
pects in the interest of clarity and is intentionally
restricted to the subject of consumer protection
as a regulated area. This does not mean, how-
ever, that other regulated areas, such as envi-
ronmental protection, animal welfare, and health
and safety at work, are any less important.

' This designation shall not be construed as recognition of a State of Palestine and is without prejudice to the individual
positions of the Member States and neighbouring countries on this issue.
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During the preparation of this Aimanac, the BfR
worked in close cooperation with EFSA and re-
ceived committed support of the participating
ENP countries. In the name of EFSA and the
BfR, we would like to sincerely thank everyone
involved for their contributions.

With this Food Safety Almanac including ENP
countries you are getting an up-to-date and
comprehensive overview of food and feed safety
within some of the ENP countries. In doing so,
we hope to be able to make a valuable contri-
bution towards strengthening risk assessment
capacities and expanding international cooper-
ation and capacity building.

Dr. Bernhard Url
Executive Director of the
European Food Safety Authority (EFSA)

Professor Dr. Dr. Andreas Hensel
BfR President and German Representative
of the EFSA Advisory Forum
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1 European Neighbourhood Policy (ENP)
and the European Food Safety Authority

(EFSA)

The European Neighbourhood Policy (ENP)
governs the EU’s relations with 16 of the EU’s
closest Eastern and Southern Neighbours. To
the South: Algeria, Egypt, Israel, Jordan, Leb-
anon, Libya, Morocco, Palestine?, Syria and
Tunisia and to the East: Armenia, Azerbaijan,
Belarus, Georgia, Moldova and Ukraine. The
ENP has been launched in 2003 and developed
throughout 2004, with the objective of avoiding
the emergence of new dividing lines between
the enlarged EU and its neighbours and instead
strengthening the prosperity, stability and secu-
rity of all. It is based on the values of democracy;,
rule of law and respect of human rights.

The funding for implementing the European
Neighbourhood Policy derives from the European
Neighbourhood Instrument (ENI) (2014-2020),
which succeeds the European Neighbourhood
and Partnership Instrument (ENPI, funding peri-
od 2007-2013).

EU agencies, including the European Food Safe-
ty Authority (EFSA), contributed to EU ENPI/ENI
programmes through the European Commission
(EC) Multi-country action entitled “Promoting the
participation of European Neighbourhood Policy
countries in the work of EU agencies”.

EU’s food safety policy is an integral part of the
EU policy on consumer protection and health.
The acquis related to food safety covers a large
number of legislative acts and set of rules which
are based on solid science and thorough risk as-
sessment.

EFSA was set up in 2002 to carry out risk assess-
ment and provide scientific advice to the EC, Eu-
ropean Parliament and EU Member States (MS),
in close collaboration with national food authori-
ties and in open consultation with its stakehold-
ers. EFSAs independent scientific advice and
clear communication on existing and emerging
risks underpins the EU food laws and evolv-
ing policies aiming to protect consumers from
food-related risks. It also plays an essential role
in helping the EU to respond swiftly to food safety
crises.

Food safety crises do not respect national bor-
ders. Scientific cooperation is central to EFSAs
scientific work. EFSA is working closely with
partners and stakeholders across Europe and
the world, sharing scientific expertise, data and
knowledge. It is essential that the ENP countries
are informed about the operations of EFSA. An
introduction into how the EFSA operates, includ-
ing exchange of information concerning emerg-
ing issues, scientific expertise and findings
should serve to help the ENP countries to pre-
pare them for closer cooperation. Several of the
ENP countries are building up their food and feed
infrastructure and at the same time build both ca-
pacity and contacts/links with EFSA, the EC and
the EU MS and vice versa.

EFSA cooperation with the ENP countries dates
back to 2009 when the first training seminar on
EU food safety and the role of EFSA was organ-
ised. This joint EFSA-DG SANTE seminar was fi-
nanced by Technical Assistance and Information

2 This designation shall not be construed as recognition of a State of Palestine and is without prejudice to the individual
positions of the Member States and neighbouring countries on this issue.
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Exchange (TAIEX) instrument and the aim was to
establish contacts with relevant food authorities
and to present the food safety system of the EU.

Building on the previous experiences, EFSA con-
tinued its cooperation with the EU Neighbour-
hood countries within the Programme funded
from the ENPI.

The overall objective of the Programme was to
promote the understanding of EFSAs work in the
EU ENP countries, share expertise and create in-
formation exchange mechanisms.

The programme was implemented under the
Grant Contract ENPI/2013/325-487 established
between the EC and the EFSA.

Through this Programme EFSA was actively pur-
suing greater integration of the following coun-
tries into its work: Algeria, Armenia, Azerbaijan,
Belarus, Egypt, Georgia, Israel, Jordan, Lebanon,
Moldova, Morocco, the State of Palestine?®, Tuni-
sia and Ukraine. Each of those countries has a
different organisational structure and is dealing
with different food safety issues but they all have
expressed a strong interest and desire for further
cooperation with EFSA.

Within the Programme EFSA has developed co-
operation and established a network of contact
points in 14 partner countries. Based on the input
provided by the beneficiaries it appears that the
awareness and understanding of EFSAs role as
well as outputs at international level has been sig-

nificantly improved. Implemented activities and
events addressed topics of special interest to
each of the countries.

Several MS have participated in joint activities
within the programme and, within the framework
of EFSA's Advisory Forum, Spain, Portugal, Ger-
many, Cyprus and Croatia have expressed a
strong interest to continue with such cooperation
in the future. For example Belgium hosted a study
visit for representatives while Cyprus has organ-
ised a workshop on risk assessment. In addition,
Latvia took an active part in cooperation with ENP
countries by participating in expert mission to
Azerbaijan. Such approach enables further in-
volvement of the EU MS and enhances a greater
mutual ownership by ENP partners and the EU
MS.

In order to gather information on the functioning
of food safety systems in the partner countries
EFSA initiated the preparation of ENP food
safety country profiles for an ENP Food Safety
Almanac. The Almanac provides an overview of
the legal basis, responsible institutions and food
safety structures at regional and local level. The
country profiles list relevant institutions and con-
tact points which may also facilitate cooperation,
especially during food crisis situations. This is a
joint initiative between EFSA, the German Fed-
eral Institute for Risk Assessment (BfR) and the
ENP institutions.

3 This designation shall not be construed as recognition of a State of Palestine and is without prejudice to the individual
positions of the Member States and neighbouring countries on this issue.
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2 European Food Safety Structures

Effective cooperation between state actors in Eu-
rope strengthens food safety. If all parties involved
are familiar with the relevant actors and the legal
framework in the European Member States, coun-
tries are able to work together more efficiently,
thus avoiding duplication of work and effective-
ly maintaining consumer protection. Improved
cooperation contributes to harmonised risk as-
sessment methods and to the efficient control of
risks. It also increases the transparency of deci-
sion-making processes and facilitates the search
for European partners for project cooperation.

The aim of food safety and effective consumer
protection is to protect health, prevent fraud and
provide proper consumer information. Common
European legal regulations provide a uniform and
reliable level of protection for European consum-
ers. National measures alone are not enough to
provide sufficient protection in a globalised world.

Without releasing companies and consumers
from their responsibilities and due diligence obli-
gations, it is the responsibility of the state to pro-
tect consumers in the area of food safety through
risk assessment, risk management and risk com-
munication.

The following procedure is followed here:

As a first step, a risk is evaluated using scientific
methods (“risk assessment”). In its “Guidance
Document for Health Assessments”, the German
Federal Institute for Risk Assessment (BfR) has
stipulated national processes which form a start-
ing point for discussion within the scope of Euro-
pean harmonisation efforts:
http://www.bfrbund.de/cm/364/guidance_
document_for_health_assessments.pdf

Competent institutions in risk management use
risk assessments to decide on the necessary

measures (“risk management”). In addition to

8

Guidance Document for
Health Assessments

B 2010

Guidance Document for Health Assessment (BfR)

scientific risk assessments, this process also in-
corporates social and economic aspects in order
to evaluate the suitability and efficiency of these
measures.

Consumers are only able to make self-deter-
mined purchase decisions if they have been ade-
quately informed. For this reason, transparent risk
communication is essential in all respects. For
this purpose, information on food safety should
be made accessible in an appropriate form. Oth-
er affected and involved parties from science,
politics, associations, NGOs and public institu-
tions should also be included in the interactive
exchange of information and opinions.

In 2000, the EU Commission’s White Paper provid-
ed the impetus for a new structure of food safety
in Europe. A new concept for effective and com-
prehensive consumer health protection was intro-
duced whereby food safety is to be guaranteed


http://www.bfr.bund.de/cm/364/guidance_document_for_health_assessments.pdf

in all stages of production and processing along
the entire food chain “from the farm to the fork”. In
2002, the European Food Safety Authority (EFSA)
was founded as an independent scientific body
for risk assessment at EU level. The same year
also saw the establishment of the BfR which has
a similar function in Germany. These and other
newly created bodies then led to the set-up of
a network of competent institutions which oper-
ates as a link between the national and European
levels, as well as between bodies in the various
Member States.

At European level, risk assessment and risk com-
munication are tasks assigned to EFSA, while risk
management remains with the European Com-
mission and Council of the European Union.

Information from the EU Rapid Alert System for
Food and Feed (RASFF) on food and feed that
poses serious health risks is communicated on a
daily basis between the Member States and the
European Commission. Risk assessments are
published by many national institutions as well
as EFSA. The media and product testing organi-
sations also provide information which enhances
transparency for consumers.

The EU Food Safety Almanac (EU Almanac)
serves as a work of reference which provides an
overview of the current legal frameworks that ex-
ist with regard to food safety. It is an example of
the constructive cooperation practised between
all bodies involved in food safety in Europe. EFSA
as well as its Focal Points in all EU Member States
and 10 neighbouring countries have contributed
to the EU Food Safety Aimanac produced by the
BfR. Overall, 38 country profiles are presented.
The EU Food Safety Almanac is available in six
languages (English, German, French, Portu-
guese, Spanish and Chinese) and can be down-
loaded under the following website:
http://www.bfr.bund.de/en/publication/
eu_almanac-192693.html

7 BfR

s and EU enlargement
date and potential candidate)
countries

European Member States ()

EFSA Focal Point Network

In the various European states, the work alloca-
tion of risk assessment, risk management and
risk communication has different legal structures.
Some countries, including Germany, prefer to
spread responsibility for risk assessment and risk
management between different institutions. Other
countries unite these tasks in a single institution.

The relevant government institutions along with
their tasks and legal foundations in relation to food
and feed safety can be found in each country pro-
file. The profiles also state whether (and to what
extent) a country publishes its risk assessments.

Interestingly, some countries tend to have their
risk assessments conducted by external experts
(commissions), whereas in others the institutions
largely carry out risk assessments by them-
selves. The distribution of responsibility between
the national, regional and local levels within a
given country also has an impact on efficient
food safety regulation. This aspect is outlined in
the EU Food Safety Almanac for each of 38 Euro-
pean countries described.


http://www.bfr.bund.de/en/publication/eu_almanac-192693.html
http://www.bfr.bund.de/en/publication/eu_almanac-192693.html
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European level

European
Commission
(EC)

Directorate Health
and Food Audits
and Analysis

Council of the
European Union
((e10))]

EU Reference
Laboratories
(EU-RL’s)

European
Parliament
(EP)

European Food
Safety Authority
(EFSA)

National level

Parliaments, ministries and Member State

Simplified depiction of the organisation structure

Regulations (EC) No. 178/2002 and No. 882/2004
are the main legal foundations of food legislation
in the European Union (EU). EU regulations apply
directly in all Member States of the EU without
each one having to enact national laws.

Regulation (EC) No. 178/2002 lays down the gen-
eral principles and requirements of food law with-
in the EU. It covers all stages of food production
and processing along the food chain, “from the
farm to the fork”. In addition, it establishes and
specifies the remits of the European Food Safety
Authority (EFSA) and establishes the European
Rapid Alert System for Food and Feed (RASFF).
Regulation (EC) No. 882/2004 lays down the gen-
eral principles of official controls performed to
ensure compliance with food and feed law. This
means that in the EU, in particular the set-up of
a multi-annual national control plan (MANCP) by
the Member States is prescribed along with the
corresponding reporting.

At EU level, risk assessment and risk communi-
cation are formally separated from risk manage-
ment. While risk assessments are undertaken by
the European Food Safety Authority (EFSA), EU
risk management is dealt with by the European
Commission (EC). Risk communication, the third

10

element of risk analysis, is a shared competence
between risk assessors and managers.

EC
European Commission

» European law making
» Risk management
» Food safety policy

Seat: Brussels, Belgium
http://ec.europa.eu

OVGNOBS
OLIE

It is the role of the EC to promote the general
interest of the EU as a whole. The “College of
Commissioners” (currently one commissioner
from each Member State) defines policy and
makes decisions.

The EC is the EU’s executive body: as the
“guardian of the treaties”, the EC is responsible
for ensuring that EU law is properly implement-
ed and applied in all EU Member States. In the
event of infringements or doubts about the inter-


http://ec.europa.eu
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pretation on EU law, the European Court of Jus-
tice has the final say.

The EC is the only institution with the right of
legislative initiative. In practice, the proposals
for legislation (Regulations, Directives and Deci-
sions) are prepared by specific EC departments.
The EC Directorate-General for Health and Food
Safety, DG SANTE, prepares draft legislation
in the area of food and feed, animal and plant
health, for example, while the EC Directorate
General for Environment prepares draft legisla-
tion in this area.

DG SANTE coordinates the RASFF. It collects,
verifies and disseminates food and feed safety
information among the Member States and EFSA.

CEU
Council of the European Union

» European law making
» Food safety policy
» Risk management

Seat: Brussels, Belgium
http://www.consilium.europa.eu

OVGOBS
OLE)

Together with the European Parliament, the
Council of the European Union (CEU) is the main
decision-making body in the EU. One minister
from each national government attends CEU
meetings. Which minister attends a meeting de-
pends on the topic to be discussed. The minister
represents his/her Member State. Food safety is-
sues, for example, are dealt with at meetings of
the CEU “Agriculture and Fisheries”, while food
labelling would be addressed at the CEU “Em-
ployment, Social Policy, Health and Consumer
Affairs”.

European legislation in the field of consumer
health protection and food and feed safety is
adopted through the “co-decision procedure”,
the most frequently applied legislative procedure
in EU law. “Co-decision procedure” means that
draft legislation needs to be adopted by both the
CEU and the European Parliament (EP).

EP
European Parliament

» Food safety policy
» European law making
» Risk management

Seat: Strasbourg, France
http://www.europarl.europa.eu

OVGHNODS
OLE

The European Parliament (EP) is elected by the
citizens of the EU. It has 751 members from
28 EU countries and represents the interests of
more than 500 million people. The fact that the EP
is directly elected by the citizens helps guarantee
the democratic legitimacy of European law.

The EP exercises democratic supervision over
the other EU institutions, especially the EC. The
EP has the power to approve or reject the nomi-
nation of commissioners and also has the right
to censure the EC as a whole. The EP shares
authority over the EU budget with the CEU and
can therefore influence EU spending. At the end
of the process, it either adopts or rejects the
budget in its entirety.

The EP also prepares draft legislation in the area
of food and feed safety. The EP has 22 standing
committees. The “Standing committee of Environ-
ment, Public Health and Food Safety” deals with
food safety and drinking water issues.

1"
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EFSA
European Food Safety Authority

» Risk assessment
» Risk communication

Seat: Parma, Italy
http://www.efsa.europa.eu

OVADODS

EFSA is an independent European Agency and
the keystone of risk assessment regarding food
and feed safety in the EU. In close collaboration
with national institutions and in open consulta-
tion with other stakeholders, EFSA delivers in-
dependent scientific advice as well as clear and
understandable communication on existing and
emerging risks. In its capacity as a risk assess-
ment authority, EFSA prepares scientific opin-
ions and recommendations which form a sound
foundation for European policies and legislation
to support the EC, EP and EU Member States
in taking effective and timely risk management
decisions. All risk assessments are published on
the EFSA website.

Although EFSA receives requests for risk as-
sessments from the EC, EP and Member States,
it also undertakes scientific work on its own ini-
tiative. EFSA's remit covers risk assessments on
food and feed safety, nutrition, animal health and
welfare, plant protection and plant health.

Directorate Health and Food Audits
and Analysis

» Risk management (inspection and control)

Seat: Grange, Ireland
http://ec.europa.eu/food/audits_analysis_en

ANNBIOIOOL
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The Directorate Health and Food Audits and
Analysis is part of the EC Directorate-General
for Health and Food Safety (DG SANTE), and
its activities are outlined in Regulation (EC)
No. 882/2004 (Articles 45 and 46).

This Directorate assesses how EU regulations are
complied with within the EU and in non-EU coun-
tries that export to the EU. This is achieved mainly
through inspections of the competent institutions
of the Member States and non-EU countries.

The Directorate for Health and Food Audits and
Analysis provides information on the results of its
assessments. Where appropriate, it also recom-
mends measures to remedy shortcomings and
monitors their implementation. Inspection reports
are published on the Internet along with the com-
ments of the countries inspected.

EU-RLs
European Union Reference Laboratories

» Analytics and diagnostics
» Harmonisation of laboratory methods

European Union Reference Laboratories (EU-RLs)
are analytical laboratories designated by EU di-
rectives and regulations. Several EU-RLs are part
of the Joint Research Centre (JRC) which is a
Directorate-General of the EC. EU-RLs provide
the EC with technical and scientific support in
the area of diagnostic and analytical tests. The
remit of EU-RLs includes the set-up of EU-wide
test standards, routine procedures and reliable
methods, the organisation of comparative tests,
training of analysts from national laboratories
and networking with National Reference Labora-
tories. EU-RLs have an overview of international
standards and practices, reference substances,
reagents and their suppliers.

The EU-RLs for food and feed are listed in Annex
VIl of Regulation (EC) No. 882/2004:
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.
do?uri=0J:L:2004:165:0001:0141:EN:PDF


http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=OJ:L:2004:165:0001:0141:EN:PDF
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=OJ:L:2004:165:0001:0141:EN:PDF
http://ec.europa.eu/food/audits_analysis_en
http://www.efsa.europa.eu
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3 Food Safety in the European neighbouring

countries

31 Armenia

RVSPCLS

FSRAASC

Subordinate regional and local authorities

Simplified depiction of food safety authorities in the Republic of Armenia

The central legal foundations for food and feed
safety in Armenia are:

» Law on Food Safety State Control

» Veterinary Law

» Phytosanitary Law

» Law on Feed

In Armenia, risk assessment and risk manage-
ment are institutionally separated. Risk assess-
ment is carried out by the “Scientific Center for
Food Safety Risk Assessment and Analysis”
(SNCO), and the Risk Control Department is
responsible for risk management. Risk assess-
ments are not published online.

SSFS
State Service for Food Safety

Food safety

Animal health and animal welfare
Phytosanitary safety

Pesticides and agrochemicals
Feed safety

Risk assessment

Risk communication

Risk management

RASFF contact point

VVyVVVYYVYVYYVYY

Seat: Yerevan
http://www.snund.am
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In order to ensure prevention of negative nutrition-
related effects on the health of the consumers, a
need to develop and implement a unified regu-
latory policy in the field of food safety in the Re-
public of Armenia has emerged during the last
decade.
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On 31 December 2010, the President of the Re-
public of Armenia officially launched the State Ser-
vice for Food Safety of the Republic of Armenia.

The State Service for Food Safety (SSFS) of the
Ministry of Agriculture of the Republic of Arme-
nia is the single authorised body for the control
of food safety and quality in the Republic of Ar-
menia, having territorial branches in all eleven
provinces (marzes) of the Republic as well as
the nine Border Inspection Points (BIPs).

The SSFS was established in line with European
best practices and aims to implement control in
the entire food chain, based on internationally
accepted principles, i.e. “from farm to fork” and
“from stable to table”.

The priorities in the activities of the SSFS are:

» Uniform and effective control throughout the
entire food chain,

» Ensuring state control both in food production
and in retail through the traceability of products

» Risk-based inspection,

Raising public consumer awareness,

» Creation of effective cooperation mecha-
nisms between food business operators and
the government,

» Modernisation of the system and application
of IT technologies, international best practices,
development of the databases,

» I|dentification, prevention of the spread and
elimination of hazards to human health.

v

RVSPCLS SNCO

Republican Veterinary-Sanitary,
Phyto-Sanitary Laboratory Services Center

» Laboratory analysis and diagnosis

Seat: Yerevan
http://www.snund.am

ANOGIRIIE
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The Republican Veterinary-Sanitary, Phyto-San-
itary Laboratory Services Center (RVSPCLS
SNCO) currently provides services in all marzes
of the Republic, in all regions and at all border
control points.

Its responsibilities comprise laboratory diagnos-
tics of animal diseases, including birds, furred
animals, fish and bees, laboratory analysis of
animal origin food and raw materials, implemen-
tation of sero-monitoring, implementation of sero-
logical examination, detection of plant quarantine
organisms, diseases and weeds in the territory of
RA. Additionally, the RVYSPCLS SNCO implements
laboratory analysis of raw materials of animal or-
igin, food and foodstuffs, as well as post-vacci-
nation monitoring of diseases of agricultural ani-
mals. Further, the RVSPCLS SNCO is responsible
for the delivery of veterinary vaccines and dis-
infectants, veterinary and other resources to the
organisations providing veterinary services within
the scope of the state funded projects.

FSRAASC SNCO

Food Safety Risk Assessment and
Analysis Scientific Center

» Risk assessment
» Risk communication

Seat: Yerevan
http://www.snund.am
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The Food Safety Risk Assessment and Analy-
sis Scientific Center (FSRAASC SNCO) is a
non-commercial, non-profit state organisation
with legal status.

The founder of the organisation is the Republic
of Armenia on behalf of the Government of RA.
The organisation functions in line with the consti-
tution, the Civil Code of the Republic of Armenia,
the RA law “On State Non-Commercial Organisa-
tions” and other legal acts.
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Some of its functions are: risk assessment and
scientific justification of food safety, activities in

Armenia, developing activities and addressing
questions in the area of production.

the veterinary and phytosanitary fields, testing of

new medicines and disinfectants and determina-

tion of their effectiveness.

The FSCFRAA is responsible for veterinary ser-

Veterinary divisions are engaged in the preven-
tion of diseases in animals and birds, treatment
measures and implementation of laboratory re-

vices, animal breeding and plant protection.

Animal breeding divisions are engaged in spe-

search, as well as diagnostic methods.

Plant protection divisions study the species of

cies survival of agricultural animals and birds in

Regional and local levels

“The republican veterinary-sani-
tary and phytosanitary laboratory
services center” SNCO

“Scientific center for food safety
risks assessment and analysis”
SNCO” FSRAASC” SNCO

HEAD

Deputy Head

Head of the Staff
J

crop and forest pests.

—

R

Deputy Head

—» Deputy Head of the Staff

—— Adviser to the Head
—» Adviser to the Head

Spokesperson of the Head

vV vV VoY

v

v

v

Veterinary inspection

Food safety and quality
control inspection

Phytosanitary inspection

Strategy, planning,
methodology and
monitoring department

Financial-economical
department

Risk control department

Internal audit department

Legal department

v

R

Y 5

Alcoholic Drinks Produc- Bagratashen border Border
tion and Consumption inspection point < control points
Control Division coordination

Agarak border division
Food safety control inspection point
division Personnel
Food consumption Yerevan border - management <&
control division inspection point division
Veterinary division Ei;fcggﬁdsgim < Ianrrglrgiasnon
Food safety and quality af}dtPUb“C <+
control relations

esectonpam <] division
Phytosanitary division ’

Foreign
Veterinary risks Margara border | relations <
management division inspection point division
Food safety risks “Zvartnots” airports ¢ Administra-
management division border inspection point tive affairs <
. . division
Phytosanitary risks Gyumri border
management division inspection point < General
division

ey Ayrum border

inspection inspection -

Law perfection and
analysis division

point

Yerevan centre

Gegharquniq regional
centre

Syuniq regional centre

Aragatsotn regional
centre

Lori regional centre

Vayots Dzor regional
centre

Ararat regional centre
Kotayq regional centre

Tavush regional centre

Armavir regional
centre

Shirak regional
centre
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Belarus

3.2 Belarus

MAF RB (DVFS, MAPG)

Subordinate regional and local authorities

RCHEPH

Regional and local authorities

Simplified depiction of food safety authorities in Republic of Belarus

In the Republic of Belarus food product safety
is defined by the laws of the Republic of Bela-
rus “On Sanitary and Epidemiological Welfare
of the Population” of 7 January 2012, No. 340-Z
(updated 5 January 2016 No. 355-2) , “On Veter-
inary Activity” of 2 July 2010 No. 161-Z (updated
24 October 2016 No. 438-Z), “On protection of
plants” of 25 December 2005 No. 77-Z (updat-
ed 28 December 2009 No. 93-Z) and “On Qual-
ity and Safety of Food Raw Materials and Food
Products” of 29 June 2003 No. 217-Z (updated 4
January 2014 No. 130-2).

In general, the main provisions of these docu-
ments are equivalent to the requirements of EU

Regulation No. 178/2002 of 28 January 2002.

In Belarus, risk assessment and risk manage-
ment are largely institutionally separated.

Risk assessments are not yet published online.
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MAF RB

Ministry of Agriculture and Food
of the Republic of Belarus

>
>
>
>

Agriculture policy and food safety
Animal health and animal welfare

Plant health

Controls of quality and safety, traceability
of food and feed

Some aspects in the field of plant
protection products and fertilisers

» Risk management

» Risk communication

v

Seat: Minsk
http://mshp.minsk.by

GANBIOIOIOTE)

Activities of the Ministry of Agriculture and Food

of the Republic of Belarus (MAF RB):

» Pursuing the single state policy, carrying out
state administration and regulation in the
field of agriculture, fishery, food production,
as well as in the field of seed growing, strain
testing, quarantine and plant protection, pres-
ervation and improvement of soil fertility, ped-
igree stock-breeding, veterinary medicine,
quality assurance of food raw materials and
food products, amelioration, mechanisation
and electrification of agricultural production,


http://mshp.minsk.by
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» Regulation and coordination of activities of the
national state administration authorities and
other organisations subordinated to the Gov-
ernment of the Republic of Belarus, such as
local executive and regulatory authorities, on
issues falling within its competence,

» Improvement of economic policies and meth-
ods of economic management, taking meas-
ures aimed at enhancement of production effi-
ciency in the field of agriculture, fishery activity
and food production.

DVFS

Department of Veterinary and
Food Supervision

» State control and supervision in the
field of veterinary medicine
» Control of quality and safety of food,
raw products and foodstuffs
(but not implementation of trade activity)
» Registration and supervision of
veterinary drug use
» Safety of genetic engineering
(within competence of MAF RB)

Seat: Minsk
http://dvpn.gov.by

SIS

The Department of Veterinary and Food Supervi-
sion (DVFS) heads the following authorities with
these specific activities:

State Institution “Belarusian State Veterinary
Center” (BSVC): laboratory diagnostics of animal
diseases, monitoring and control of quality of vet-
erinary drugs, veterinary and sanitary safety of
food raw materials and food products, feed and
feed additives, accredited according to ISO 17025.

State institution “Belarusian Authority of State
Veterinary Supervision at the State Border and
Transport” (BASVSSBT): veterinary supervision
at the state border and transport for import, ex-
port and transit purposes.

State institution “Veterinary Supervision” (VS):
control of the fulfilment of general health and an-
imal disease control measures, control (supervi-
sion) in the field of veterinary medicine, including
veterinary and sanitary safety of food raw mate-
rials and food products.

MAPG
Main Authority of Plant Growing

» Supervision in the field of seed growing,
quarantine and plant protection

» Selection and seed growing of
agricultural plants

» Tests of plant protection products and
fertilisers

» Quality control of plant protection
products

Seat: Minsk
https://www.mshp.gov.by/
http://www.ggiskzr.by (MSISGQPP)

OV® @

State institution “Main State Inspectorate for
Seed Growing, Quarantine and Plant Protection”
(MSISGQPP) activity: plant protection products
and fertilisers; phytosanitary control of quaran-
tine products; phytosanitary certification.

MH RB
Ministry of Health

of the Republic of Belarus

>
>
>
>

Health policy, food safety policy
Risk management

Risk communication

RASFF Contact Point

Seat: Minsk
http://minzdrav.gov.by

GOOPO@
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Belarus

The Ministry of Health of the Republic of Bela-
rus (MH RB) is responsible for policy and legis-
lation in the field of food safety and nutrition of
the population including chemical and microbi-
ological contaminants, hygiene requirements, la-
belling and claims, baby food, dietetic products,
food contacting materials, drinking, bottled and
mineral water, food additives and food supple-
ments. The MH RB coordinates and/or monitors
the activities of national governmental authorities
and other stakeholders concerning the health
and well-being of the population in connection
with food safety, the performance of risk ma-
nagement and risk communication. The RASFF
Contact Point is at the MH RB.

SPCH
Scientific Practical Centre of Hygiene

» Research in the field of food safety and
human nutrition

Risk assessment

Risk communication

Research-based decision support
Codex Contact Point

vVvyywvyy

Seat: Minsk
http://www.rspch.by
http://www.certificate.by
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The Scientific Practical Centre of Hygiene (SPCH)
performs fundamental and applied research
in the field of food safety and human nutrition,
including risk assessment, and provides re-
search-based decision support.

The national Codex Contact Point is located in
the SPCH. The SPCH is responsible for prepar-
ing drafts of food safety legislation on a national
and a Eurasian Economic Union level. The SPCH
laboratories cover the areas of microbiology,
chemistry, biology and toxicology and are ac-
credited according to ISO 17025.
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RCHEPH

Republican Centre for Hygiene,
Epidemiology and Public Health

» State sanitary and epidemiological
surveillance

» Risk management

» Risk communication

Seat: Minsk
http://www.rcheph.by
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The Republican Centre for Hygiene, Epidemio-
logy and Public Health (RCHEPH) coordinates
the activity of regional and local authorities in the
state sanitary and epidemiological surveillance
system, including laboratory testing of food.

Regional and local levels

In total, six veterinary departments under agri-
culture and food committees, the state institution
“Minsk City Veterinary Station” and 118 district
(municipal) veterinary stations operate on the re-
gional and local levels.

Sanitary and epidemiological supervision in the
field of food safety (both during production and
on the market) covers 137 regional and local cen-
tres for hygiene, epidemiology and public health.

Participation in EFSAs activities:

As one of the European Neighbourhood Policy
(ENP) partner countries, the Republic of Belarus
participates in the project for cooperation in the
area of food safety.
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3.3 Georgia

Subordinate regional and local authorities

Simplified depiction of food safety authorities in Georgia

The central legal foundation for food and feed
safety in Georgia is the “Code of Food/Feed
Safety, Veterinary and Plant Protection”. This act
describes provisions on hygiene, labelling, trace-
ability, principles of risk analysis, HACCP princi-
ples, and control of responsible competent au-
thorities in the field of food and feed safety. The
law aims to ensure a high level of protection of
consumers’ health and their economic interests,
and determines the general requirements relat-
ed to food safety as well as the obligations of
food and feed business operators. Infringements
of the regulations can lead to measures under
the Code of Administrative Offences of Georgia
(N161/1984), and the final decision lies with the
court.

Under the ENP, Georgia is bringing its laws into
line with those of the European Union. The cen-
tral law is harmonised with (EC) No. 178/2002
and No. 882/2004 regulations. The main ver-
tical legislation consists of the government

resolutions: No.173/2010 (EC No. 852/2004);
No. 90/2012 (EC No. 853/2004); No. 55/2015 (EC
No. 854/2004); No. 567/2015 (EC No. 1881/2006);
No.578/2015 (EC No. 16/2011); No.581/2015
(EC No.2073/2005). The Risk Assessment Ser-
vice was established as a structural unit of a le-
gal entity called the Scientific Research Center
of Agriculture under the Ministry of Agriculture
of Georgia (MOA) in April 2014, leading to insti-
tutional separation with regard to the implemen-
tation of the functions of risk assessment and
risk management, strengthening the protection
of human health and consumers’ interests in
relation to food and feed as well as implementa-
tion of the EU requirements in the area of food
safety.

Risk assessment contributes to scientific know-
ledge and technical support in the implementa-
tion of the state policy in the field of food safety.
Risk assessment publications can be found at
WWW.Srca.gov.ge.
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Georgia

MOA
Ministry of Agriculture

» Develops and implements a unified
sustainable agricultural policy

» Ensures food safety and security

» Supports land consolidation and
agricultural cooperation

» Strengthens trade policy on local and
international markets

Seat: Thilisi (and regional offices)
http://www.moa.gov.ge

The EU and Georgia are in the process of forg-
ing a closer political and economic relationship
by signing an Association Agreement (AA). This
includes the goal of creating a Deep and Com-
prehensive Free Trade Area (DCFTA) between
the EU and Georgia. In this process, the Minis-
try of Agriculture (MOA) of Georgia is the main
institution responsible for bringing national SPS
legislation into line with that of the EU.

NFA (MOA)
National Food Agency

Food/Feed safety, veterinary and
phytosanitary state control

Risk management & communication
Codex Contact Point

RASFF Contact Point

INFOSAN Contact Point

OIE Contact Point

IPPC Contact Point

VVvVVvyVvVVYVYYVYY

Seat: Tbilisi (and offices in 12 regions)
http://nfa.gov.ge/ge/
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The National Food Agency (NFA) is the central
authority in the fields of food/feed safety, vete-
rinary and plant protection state control. The
agency is represented by its Central Office and
12 Regional Offices. The National Food Safety

20

Control programme based on risk and covering
the food chain “from farm to fork” is developed
and implemented by the NFA. State control activ-
ities include inspection of food business opera-
tors (FBO), sampling, supervision and documen-
tary checks. In addition, the NFA is responsible
for assignment of the water trade mark catego-
ry for drinking and bottled water and PDO/PGI
(protected designation of origin/protected geo-
graphical indication) registration; also for licens-
ing the production of children’s and infants’ food.
The NFA covers the areas of animal feed, food
supplements, genetically modified organisms
(GMOs), food contact materials and residues of
veterinary drugs and agrochemicals. The agency
issues veterinary, health and phytosanitary cer-
tificates and permits import of certain products.

The Veterinary Department within the NFA is the
state authority responsible for animal health and
welfare. Activities include: state vaccination cam-
paigns, extremely dangerous pathogens (EDPs)
of zoonotic impact, active and passive surveil-
lance and disease control, outbreak manage-
ment. Animal traceability is conducted through
identification, registration and movement control.
The Veterinary Department is also responsible
for the state registration and control of veterinary
drugs in Georgia.

The Phytosanitary Department supervises and
controls phytosanitary quarantine measures
and evaluates the phytosanitary situation of the
country; issues phytosanitary certificates for
the export of products of plant origin; regulates
activities within the registration process of pes-
ticides and agrochemicals; publishes and up-
dates a state catalogue of permitted pesticides
and agrochemicals in Georgia. The regional of-
fices are fully responsible for their areas and fulfil
almost all functions of the NFA. Their activities
are coordinated and supervised by the Central
Office.


http://nfa.gov.ge/ge/
http://www.moa.gov.ge

=i BFR

SRCA (MOA)
Scientific Research Centre of Agriculture

» EFSA Contact Point

» Risk assessment for food and feed safety

» Develops methodologies and harmonise
international standards and guides for risk
assessment

» Provides scientific-technical support to
risk managers

» Research, rehabilitation and conservation
of local breeds of crops and animals

» Explores and adapts international breeds

» Encourages and promotes organic
production, develops certified systems

» Researches pests and plant diseases

» Elaborates the integrated control measures

» Develops and promotes extension
programmes & advanced agricultural
technologies.

Seat: Thilisi (offices and sites in regions)
http://www.srca.gov.ge
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The risk assessment function of the Scientific
Research Centre of Agriculture (SRCA) is ful-
filled by the Risk Assessment Division and the
Risk Assessment Scientific Council. The scien-
tific council brings together 106 independent
scientists from 15 different scientific/research
institutions all over the country. The head of the
council is elected by the members.

Risk assessors identify potential chemical, bio-
logical and physical hazards, conduct appro-
priate scientific studies and provide recommen-
dations to risk managers based on newly drafted
scientific opinions.

The Risk Assessment Service disseminates in-
formation from EFSA, FAO, WHO and other offi-
cial websites regarding threats, risk assessment
studies and results. Risk assessment processes
and findings are transparent and available to all

interested parties. The service maintains an on-
line database of scientists and experts involved
in risk assessment work.

LMA (MOA)
Laboratory of the Ministry of Agriculture

» Animal disease diagnoses

» Pest and plant disease diagnoses

» Food/feed testing on microbiological and
chemical contaminations

Seat: Tbilisi (and in regions)
http://www.Ima.gov.ge
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The NFA and the Revenue Service (RS) collabo-
rate with the Laboratory of the Ministry of Agri-
culture (LMA) and also with private laboratories
according to their spheres of accreditation.

NCDC (MOH)

National Center for Disease Control and
Public Health

» Protects, monitors and analyses the
overall state of public health

» Detects and identifies risks & hazards con-
nected with (non)-communicable diseases

» Controls and prevents diseases according
to newly available scientific information

» Research, monitoring and laboratory
testing of health risk determinants

» Develops emergency plans

» Informs the population about emergency
risks and hazards

» Ensures the functional arrangement of the
overall communicable disease system

Seat: Tbilisi (and in regions)
http://www.ncdc.ge/

DHe®

21



http://www.srca.gov.ge
http://www.lma.gov.ge
http://www.ncdc.ge/

ENP Food Safety Aimanac

Georgia

The National Center for Disease Control and
Public Health (NCDC) is responsible for protec-
tion and improvement of public health based on
scientific evidence on diseases, including food-
borne diseases. It is also responsible for preven-
tion, preparedness and timely response to public
health threats. The NCDC and the NFA use a real
time notification system for the urgent exchange
of information.

RS (MOF)

Revenue Service
(Customs Department)

» \eterinary border quarantine control
(documentary/identity/physical checks
according to the monitoring plan or based
on suspicion)

» Phytosanitary border control
(documentary/identity checks/plant health
control/physical checks)

Seat: Thilisi (and at custom control sites)
http://www.rs.ge
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The Legal Entity of Public Law (LEPL) Revenue
Service (RS) implements state phytosanitary and
veterinary border-quarantine controls, based on
policies defined by the MOA. The RS reports
to the NFA and is in particular responsible for
checking that documents are complete, authen-
tication and checking products. Based on these
reports, border control plans are updated and
adapted, and the frequency of physical checks
and laboratory sampling at the Border Inspec-
tion Posts (BIPs) are adjusted. In case of critical
non-compliance, the RS notifies the NFA, which
decides whether to interrupt the clearance pro-
cess. Cooperation and exchange of information
between the NS and the RS is regulated by Go-
vernment Resolution No. 429 of 31 Dec 2010.
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3.4 Israel

Subordinate regional and local aut!

Simplified depiction of food safety authorities in Israel

The main food legislation for the Ministry of
Health (MOH) in Israel is the Public Health Pro-
tection Law (food) 2015, which gives the MOH
the mandate to establish regulations regarding
food safety, quality and labelling, and to super-
vise food production, importation and marke-
ting. This law also allocates the responsibility for
adequate health, safety and quality of the food
placed on the Israeli market to the food manufac-
turer, importer and distributor of the food.

In addition, there are several other laws that
regulate the food supply chain. The Control of
Commodities and Services Law (1957), with its
amendments, is the foundation for food supervi-
sion enforcement. An additional law is the Busi-
ness License Law (1968), which gives the local
authorities the mandate to license food business
operators (FBOs).

According to the Standards Law (1953), the
Standards Institute of Israel (SlI) prepares stand-
ards to ensure the quality of products which are
produced locally or are imported. The legal
foundation of the Plant Protection and Inspec-
tion Services (PPIS) is the Plant Protection Law
(1956) and the pursuant regulations on registra-
tion and labelling of plant protection products.

Infringements of food regulations or standards
may lead to measures under criminal as well as
civil law. Governmental measures with regard to
food safety are usually based on scientific risk
assessment.

In Israel, risk assessment and risk management
are not institutionally separated. The Risk Ma-
nagement unit within the Food Control Service
(FCS) is specifically dedicated to science-based
risk analysis.

Surveys of pesticide residues, mycotoxins,
heavy metals, dioxins and other contaminants
are published on the FCS website. Risk assess-
ment reports based on these surveys are also
published on the FCS website. Reports on the
monitoring of residues in food of animal origin
are published annually on the website of the
Veterinary Services and Animal Health (VSAH).
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MOH — Ministry of Health
FCS - Food Control Service

» Food safety policy, regulation and
enforcement

Risk assessment

Risk management

Risk communication

Control of local production of food of
animal and non-animal origin
Control of fish and food import
Participation in Codex committees
RASFF Contact Point

INFOSAN Contact Point
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Seat: Tel Aviv
http://www.health.gov.il

OBIISIOR

The lIsraeli Food Control Service (FCS) is re-
sponsible for all aspects of food, both locally
produced and imported. The service is active
in safeguarding food of animal and non-animal
origin through the establishment of legislation,
policy, and inspections. The FCS ensures the
production and marketing of safe food and uses
routine risk assessment, risk management, and
risk communication on an ongoing basis to re-
duce the risks of foodborne poisoning and di-
sease. The MOH has its own laboratories that
conduct both chemical and biological analyses.
The FCS monitors contaminants and pesticide
residues in raw and processed products availa-
ble on the Israeli market. The veterinary unit with-
in the FCS is responsible for ensuring the safety
of food of animal origin on the Israeli market, in-
cluding creating legislation and policy regarding
food of animal origin and its domestic produc-
tion as well as the inspection of imported fish
and meat products. The FCS has responsibilities
together with departments within the MOH and
other ministries.

24

The FCS is responsible for the coordination of
inspections and implementation of policy within
the districts.

MoAg — Ministry of Agriculture

VSAH - Veterinary Services and Animal
Health

» Animal health and animal welfare

» Feed policy and inspection

» Official controls of primary and some
secondary production

» Chemical residue control in animal products

» Control of animal waste

» Control of import and export of animals
and some animal products

» Competent authority for export of food of
animal origin

» OIE Contact Point

Seat: Beit Dagan
http://www.moag.gov.il
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The Veterinary Services and Animal Health (VSAH)
is responsible for the research, prevention and
eradication of animal diseases, including licens-
ing and testing of medications and vaccines to
prevent hazards in animal products. It performs
official controls and inspections within farms (1%t
prod.), slaughterhouses, abattoirs, egg/fish sor-
ting facilities (2™ prod.), FBOs that export food
of animal origin (3 prod.) and waste facilities.
The VSAH plans and implements the annual pro-
gramme for residue control in animal products. It
inspects imports of animals, raw meat and shell
eggs. The VSAH creates legislation and enforc-
es policy regarding feed production, feed import
and food safety. It is jointly responsible with other
departments and ministries for the registration
of veterinary medical products, veterinary pes-
ticides and veterinary biocides.
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MoAg — Ministry of Agriculture

PPIS — Plant Protection and Inspection
Services

» Plant protection policy

» Licensing pesticides for agricultural use

» Inspecting pesticide residues at the farm
level

» Organic produce standardisation

» Authorisation of GMO field trials

» Laboratory services

Seat: Beit Dagan
http://www.moag.gov.il
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Plant Protection and Inspection Services (PPIS)
is responsible for the pre-market entry of fresh
plant products, including pesticide residue moni-
toring, standardisation and certification of organ-
ic products. It is also tasked with licensing and
analysis of genetically modified plants, including
field trial authorisation as well as inspection of
the quality of agricultural produce and the provi-
sion of special treatments for produce intended
for export in accordance with the requirements
of the destination countries. The laboratories of
the PPIS have the capability to analyse and dia-
gnose viruses, nematodes, fungi and bacteria as
well as chemical residues.

Regional and local levels

FCS: Seven health districts are responsible for
FBO inspection and sampling products available
on the market according to the risk management
unit's annual sampling plan for food contami-
nants.

VSAH: The Control Department of Animal Pro-
ducts (CDAP) in the VSAH is the CCA (Central
Competent Authority) regarding animal products
with regional OVs (Official Veterinarians) in two
regions. In the facilities, local OVs in 1st and 2
production facilities perform the daily controls on
each level and supervise the subordinate levels.

PPIS: The country is divided into five regions
for inspection purposes. The inspectors in each
region are responsible for sampling and super-
vising plant produce for quality and safety stan-
dards, including pesticide residue analyses.
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Jordan

3.5 Jordan

Labs
Directorate LD

Food
Directorate FD

Regional Affairs
Directorate RAD

Simplified depiction of food safety authorities in The Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan

The Food Law No. 30 of 2015, which is a central
legal foundation for food safety standards, stipu-
lates the performance of food control based on
risk assessment as well as the introduction of
sanctions on violation and aims to increase ge-
neral customer awareness. Infringements of food
regulations can lead to measures under criminal
law, and the final decision rests with the courts.

The Jordan food and drug administration (JFDA)
applies a risk-based system for inspection of im-
ported food consignments at border inspection
posts (BIPs) where the procedures are compu-
terised using ASYCUDA. It covers requirements
for food placed on the market, handling food,
competencies of public authorities in the area of
food safety and duties and liability of food pro-
ducers, food operators and the food trade.

In Jordan there is no institutional separation of
risk assessment and risk management; however,
there is a procedural separation of risk assess-
ment and risk management. Risk assessment is
not published on the JFDA website.
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JFDA
Jordan Food and Drug Administration

Food safety

Laboratory analysis

Surveillance and control

Controls on quality, labelling and traceability
Risk assessment

Risk communication

Risk management

RASFF Contact Point

EFSA Contact Point

USFDA Contact Point

WHO INFOSAN Contact Point

WHO INFOSAN emergency national focal
point
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Seat: Amman
http://www.jfda.jo
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The Jordan Food and Drug Administration
(JFDA), in coordination with various official agen-
cies, guarantees seamless delivery of food safe-
ty services in line with an agreed high standard.


http://www.jfda.jo

The JFDA performs food conformity evaluation
procedures with technical regulations and stan-
dards to ensure food safety. Moreover, the JFDA
inspects, based on risk analysis, places where
food comes into contact with humans. Further,
the JFDA controls good manufacturing practic-
es, hazard analysis and critical control points of
food handling operations according to the regu-
lations in place. In addition, the JFDA cooperates
with public and private agencies, universities,
Jordanian scientific centres, regional Arabian
and international organisations working in the
fields of food, environment, diseases, technical
and health regulations and provides advice on
food safety issues to other government agencies
involved in food control as well as to the food in-
dustry and consumers. The JFDA officially con-
trols food additives and food contact materials.

MOH
Ministry of Health

» Social and health policy
» WHO Contact Point

Seat: Amman
http://www.moh.gov.jo/

ere

The Ministry of Health (MOH) is responsible for
occupational health, the safety of school can-
teens and drinking water.

Responsibility for inspection and food control in
some regions is assigned to the health directo-
rates (MOH) by a memorandum of understan-
ding between the JFDA and the MOH.
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Ministry of Agriculture

Agricultural policy, food and feed safety
Laboratory analysis

Veterinary and phytosanitary policy
Plant health including plant protection
and residues

Controls on quality, labelling and
traceability for feed

RASF National contact point for food
FAO Contact Point

OIE Contact Point

WTO/ SPS Noatification and Enquiry point
Contact Point for IPPC

Risk communication

Risk management

v vvyyy
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Seat: Amman
http://www.moa.gov.jo/
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The Jordanian Ministry of Agriculture (MOA) is re-
sponsible for the preparation, review and enforce-
ment of sanitary measures relevant to livestock
farming, in order to protect human and animal life
and health. In addition, it is also responsible for
the safety of fresh fruit and vegetables (Plant Pro-
tection Department) and livestock and slaugh-
tered animals (Veterinary Department).

JSMO

Jordan Standards and Metrology
Organisation

» Codex Contact Point
» WTO/ TBT Enquiry point
» Genetic engineering certificates

Seat: Amman
http://www.jsmo.gov.jo/
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The Jordan Standards and Metrology Organisa-
tion (JSMO) is the Kingdom’s national body that
is mandated to develop standards and technical
regulations. It is the leading agency on all mat-
ters concerning conformity assessment proce-
dures. The JFDA is part of the committees that
issue these technical regulation standards.

MOMRA and GAM

Ministry of Municipalities & Rural Affairs
and Greater Amman Municipality

» Inspection and control

Seat: Amman
http://www.ammancity.gov.jo
http://www.mma.gov.jo

The Ministry of Municipalities & Rural Affairs
(MOMRA) and the Greater Amman Municipality
(GAM) have the responsibility of monitoring the
slaughterhouses as laid down in a memorandum
of understanding with the JFDA.
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3.6 Lebanon

Subordinate regional and local authorities

Simplified depiction of food safety authorities in Lebanon

Lebanon has a multi-authority system of food
safety. Thus, many ministries or departments are
involved in the process, but every governmental
ministry has a certain mandate in dealing with
food safety issues.

A national committee was established to coordi-
nate the issues related to food safety between all
concerned authorities.

In the area of legislation, Lebanon is working on
modernising food safety legislation as well as
strengthening public administration regarding
the “from farm to table” approach in compliance,
as far as possible, with the World Trade Organiza-
tion Agreements on Sanitary and Phytosanitary
Measures (the “SPS Agreement”) and Technical
Barriers to Trade (TBT). In late 2015, a food safe-
ty law was issued by the parliament.

Key regulations:

» Food safety law No. 35/2015

» Law on technical regulations and conformity

with assessment procedures No. 224/2012

Metrology Law No. 158/2011

Plant Quarantine Law No. 778/2006

Consumer Protection Law No. 659/2005

The Establishment of the Lebanese Accredi-

tation Council Law No. 572/2004

» Decree No.4962/1982 on specifying the li-
censed labs that shall perform the necessary
research, tests and analysis

vvyywyy

Lebanon mainly refers to the recommendations
and norms issued by the three sister organisa-
tions: Codex, the International Plant Protection
Convention (IPPC) and the World Organisation
for Animal Health (OIE). However, the EU regu-
lations are used as a reference in some sectors
and cases.

The competent authority proposes a project law
and suggests the technical references that need
to be adopted which can then be distributed for
review to all affected stakeholders.

In Lebanon, there is no institutional separation
of risk assessment, risk management and risk
communication, but there is some procedural
separation. In the future, and according to the
new food safety law, after entry into force, risk as-
sessment will be conducted and coordinated by
the Food Safety Lebanese Commission (FSLC).

The results of risk assessment are not published
on a regular basis. When available, results are
published on the Internet unless prohibited by
statutory provisions.
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MoA
Ministry of Agriculture

Agricultural policy

Food and feed safety

Plant health

Animal health

Risk management

Risk communication

Infosan Emergency Contact Point
SPS Contact Point

National Codex Coordinator

VVYVvVVVYVYyYVYYVYY

Seat: Beirut (services in every region)
http://www.agriculture.gov.lb

The Ministry of Agriculture (MoA) is responsible
for drafting and enforcing legislation in the area of
food and feed safety and hygiene as well as agri-
cultural policy, official controls, plant health, animal
health and welfare. The MoA is a competent body
for official controls in the area of food and feed
safety. This includes controls during the primary
food production of animal origin or food of plant
origin, as well as during processing, import, export
and retail in specific cases. The MoA develops a
single multi-annual national control plan and des-
ignates official reference laboratories to analyse
food and feed and to safeguard animal health and
welfare as well as plant health. The MoA is the
regulatory authority for plant protection products.
In addition, the MoA is the authorisation authority
for veterinary medicinal products and the regulato-
ry authority for pesticides and veterinary drugs,
genetically modified organisms (GMOs).

[ []]
Ministry of Industry

» Monitors industrial developments
» |ssues industrial licenses

» Quality control

» Standards conformity control

Seat: Beirut (services in every region)
http://www.industry.gov.lb
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The Ministry of Industry (Mol) is mainly respon-
sible for issuing industrial licenses for food es-
tablishments and continually verifying conformity
with license requirements in a joint control pro-
gramme with the MoA.

The Lebanese Standards Institution (LIBNOR)
is a public institution attached to the Ministry of
Industry. It has the sole right to prepare, publish
and amend national standards, to coordinate
the issuing of technical regulations, as well as to
grant the Lebanese Conformity Mark NL.

LIBONOR is the national contact point for Codex.

MoPH
Ministry of Public Health

» Health policy

» Risk assessment

» Risk management
» Risk communication
» WHO Focal Point

Seat: Beirut (services in every region)
http://www.moph.gov.lb

The Ministry of Public Health (MoPH) is respon-
sible for health policy and for the investigation
of foodborne outbreaks. The MoPH is the com-
petent authority for the assessment of the safe
treatment of bottled natural mineral, spring and
table water.

In addition, the MoPH is responsible for the epi-
demiological monitoring programme and coordi-
nating the inspection activities which are carried
out by Regional Health Inspectorates. The health
assurance system for food workers is located un-
der the umbrella of the MoPH.

The portfolio of the MoPH encompasses, amongst
other things, novel foods, food supplements, food
additives, contaminants and food contact mate-
rials.


http://www.agriculture.gov.lb
http://www.industry.gov.lb
http://www.moph.gov.lb
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MoET
Ministry of Economy and Trade

Consumer protection policy
Risk assessment

Risk management

Risk communication

RASFF Contact Point
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Seat: Beirut (services in every region)
http://www.economy.gov.lb

The Ministry of Economy and Trade (MoET) is
responsible for consumer protection policy and
market surveillance through the consumer pro-
tection directorate.

The activities of the MoET include official controls
on the import of certain groups of food items. It
ensures the quality and safety of goods placed on
the market and services, especially food products
and their compliance with the national standards.

In addition to these activities, the MoET veri-
fies the safety of raw materials and assesses
the food storage and transportation conditions
throughout the processed food chain.

Among other things, the MoET manages a cen-
tre for consumers’ complaints and conducts the
appropriate investigations in order to prevent the
reoccurrence of non-conformities. Consumer
awareness is mainly the responsibility of MoET.

In case of a threat to human health, the Minister
of Economy and Trade specifies restrictions or
prohibitions on the importation and distribution
of suspected goods.

FSLC
Food Safety Lebanese Commission

» Food safety policy
» Risk assessment

» Risk management
» Risk communication

Since there is an allocation of responsibilities
between ministries for separate areas of food
control, Lebanon has adopted an integrated
approach in the food safety system by creating
an independent authority to oversee and coordi-
nate the responsibilities of the entire food safety
system. The Food Safety Lebanese Commission
(FSLC) reports to the Prime Minister.

The responsibilities of this commission include
issuing and enforcing the national food safety
policy, conducting scientific research and stu-
dies, risk analysis, verifying food traceability sys-
tems, and establishing and managing a national
rapid alert system as well as crisis management.

Authorities related indirectly to food safety:

» MoT: Ministry of Tourism: control of hotels,
restaurants and cafés,

» MoF: Ministry of Finance via customs at ports
of entry of products,

» MoE: Ministry of Environment: assistance in
industrial licensing and control of solid waste
management.

Regional and local levels

The Republic of Lebanon has seven administra-
tive districts. The regional and local levels are
subordinate to the central departments/authori-
ties in a direct chain of command and are mainly
responsible for the implementation of inspection
activities.

In addition, controls in the area of animal identifi-
cation, registration, animal feed and plant health
are carried out by 28 agricultural regional cen-
tres connected to the MoA.

At the local level, municipalities have their own

control competences in the field of food hygiene
in the food business sector.
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Moldova

3.7 Moldova

. . APC at MEC

Subordinate regional and local authorities

The following three laws represent the statutory
system of food safety legislation in the Republic
of Moldova: Law No. 221/2007 dealing with sani-
tary-veterinary activities, Law No. 119/2004 dea-
ling with phytosanitary products and fertilisers
and Law No. 113/2012 dealing with the definition
of general principles and requirements for the
legislation of food safety.

ANSA is the executive body in the range of food
safety, while ministries are mostly responsible for
policies and methodology in given circumstances.

ANSA
National Food Safety Agency

Risk assessment

Risk management
Risk communication
Border controls

Food safety assurance
Animal welfare
Phytosanitary control
EFSA Contact Point

VVvyVYVyYVYYVYYVYY

Seat: Chisinau
http://www.ansa.gov.md

The National Food Safety Agency (ANSA), sub-

ordinated to the Government of the Republic of

Moldova, has the following structure:

» Food safety territorial subdivisions with legal
character

» Veterinary control posts organised within the
customs stations performing veterinary and
phytosanitary controls.
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ANSA is responsible for the unified coordination
of supervision and monitoring of all actions tak-
en within the entire food chain from “farm to fork.”

ANSA manages all issues related to food and
feed safety, traceability in the food chain, animal
health and welfare, veterinary checks, control of
livestock, control of contagious animal diseases,
zoonoses and zoonotic agents, seed control,
plant protection, plant health and plant quaran-
tine, import of animal and plant products, veteri-
nary medicinal products and their residues.

The National Food Safety Agency (ANSA) en-
sures that food business operators provide safe
products for the market.

MAIA
Ministry of Agriculture and Food Industry

» Risk assessment

» Risk management

» Risk communication

» Agricultural policy

» Food safety regarding quality,
quantity and accessibility

Seat: Chisinau
http://www.maia.gov.md

The Ministry of Agriculture and Food Industry
(MAIA) of the Republic of Moldova is responsi-
ble for the development of policy in agricultural
and food and feed safety and for the harmonisa-
tion of the legislation with European provisions.


http://www.ansa.gov.md
http://www.maia.gov.md
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MS
Ministry of Health

Risk assessment

Risk management

Risk communication

Evaluation of the state of health of the
population

» Responsible for public health monitoring

vvyyy

Seat: Chisinau
http://www.ms.gov.md

The Ministry of Health (MS) is responsible for
policy issues in the area of healthcare, including
public health and health insurance. The portfolio
of the MS includes defining a general policy on
nutrition. Within the food safety area, the MS is
responsible for preparing legislation and over-
seeing its implementation with regard to food for
particular nutritional uses, food supplements and
food contact materials.

APC at MEC

Agency for Consumer Protection at the
Ministry of Economy

>
>
>
>

Risk assessment

Risk management

Risk communication

Organisation and surveillance regarding
compliance of products and services
rendered

» |nformation and education of citizens on
their rights as consumers

Seat: Chisinau
http://www.consumator.gov.md

The Agency for Consumer Protection (APC),
subordinated to the Ministry of Economy (MEC),
is responsible for market surveillance and con-
sumer protection rights.

Consumer protection services perform risk as-
sessment by controlling the labelling of products
and reviewing consumer complaints.

CNSP
National Centre for Public Health

» Risk assessment

» Risk management

» Risk communication

» Codex Contact Point

» Health promotion

» Food safety

» Control of infectious diseases

Seat: Chisinau
http://www.cnsp.md

The National Centre for Public Health (CNSP)
is subordinated to the Ministry of Health and is
responsible for epidemiological surveillance,
health promotion and disease prevention. The
CNSP is in charge of fighting addictions such
as harmful consumption of alcohol, tobacco
and drugs. In addition, it is the CNSP’s mission
to combat negative lifestyles such as sedentary
lifestyles or obesity and to re-orientate the popu-
lation to a healthy dietary regime and behavior to
prevent a number of chronic non-communicable
diseases, such as cardiovascular diseases, can-
cer, digestive diseases, injuries, food poisoning
etc. CNSP further supervises the safety of food
and drinking water.
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Morocco

3.8 Morocco

C adhoc ER

C adhoc CIEPRA
Vigilance (ONSSA President)

SE (local level and borders) GR
69SV; 19SPV; 21SPVOV; 24SCPV; 5 DCQ and 6SCSP

11 Laboratories ONSSA ER

Regarding the legal foundations: joint decision ONSSA
of Agriculture Minister and Finance Minister National Office of Sanitary Food Safety

Risk management

Risk communication

Risk assessment

Animal health

Food safety

Codex Contact Point
OIE/IPPC Contact Point
Advisory committee

Scientific committee

Health monitoring committee
INFOSAN emergency

PS committee

Pesticide approval committee
Veterinary drug approval committee
Laboratories

The Directorate of Risk Assessment is complete-
ly separate and independent of other technical
directorates (management)

Work on the online publication of risk assess-
ments is currently in progress.

VYV VvV V VYV YVYVVYVYyYVYYVYYVYY

Seat: Rabat
http://www.onssa.gov.ma

OV
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In order to carry out its various assignments, the
National Office of Sanitary Food Safety (ONSSA)
is organised into central, regional and local
structures and has a substantial network of ana-
lysis laboratories spread over the whole country.
The ONSSA is a public institution with legal and
financial autonomy, supervised by the Depart-
ment of Agriculture.

The ONSSA performs functions on behalf of
the state related to the protection of consumer
health and the preservation of animal and plant
health at every stage of the food chain. It is the
national authority responsible for SPS negotia-
tions to facilitate trade in animals, plants, animal
and plant products and animal feed.

The ONSSA is the competent authority responsi-
ble, in accordance with the laws and regulations
in force, for the following tasks:

» Plant and animal health and food safety from
raw materials to the end consumer, including
food intended for use as animal feed,

» Protection of the health of the country’s plant
and animal life and control of plant and ani-
mal products and products of plant and ani-
mal origin, including fishery products, during
import, export and in the domestic market,

» Registration of veterinary drugs and veteri-
nary pharmaceutical establishments,

» Control of food additives, packaging material
and products and materials liable to come
into contact with food products as well as with
fertilisers and irrigation water,

» Approval of pesticides and of establishments
producing, importing or exporting pesticides.

It should be noted that the revision of the or-
ganisational chart of the ONSSA took place in
2015 with the creation of the Directorate of Risk
Assessment and Legal Affairs, at which time the
SPS Risk Assessment Division was created with
responsibility for assessing risks distinct from
management entities.

The ONSSA is the official Moroccan authority
responsible for the focal points relating to the fol-
lowing international organisations:

» Joint FAO/WHO Food Standards Programme
(Codex Alimentarius Commission): Secretariat
of the National Codex Alimentarius Committee,

» WTO for the implementation of the SPS
Agreement: enquiry point for SPS measures,

» OIE: National Delegate representing Moroc-
co before the World Organisation for Animal
Health (OIE),

» International Plant Protection Convention
(IPPC): Moroccan contact point.

The ONSSA created two committees: an Advisory
Committee and a Scientific Committee.

Other institutions involved in food safety in coor-

dination with the ONSSA:

1. National Hygiene Institute (INH) under the
MS

2. National Fisheries Research Institute (INRH)

Institut Pasteur (IP)

4. Official Laboratory of Analysis and
Chemical Research (LOARC)

5. Autonomous Establishment Coordination
and Export Control (EACCE)

6. National Institute of Agronomy and
Veterinary Hassan Il (IAVH I1)

7. National Institute of Agronomic Research
(INRA)

8. Approved private laboratories ONSSA

9. Control Laboratory of Veterinary Drugs and
Inputs (AMM)

10. Epidemiological service and health
monitoring

w
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Morocco

MH
Ministry of Health

» Health policy

» Foodborne outbreaks

» Risk management related to foodborne
diseases

» Declaration of foodborne diseases

Seat: Rabat
http://www.sante.gov.ma

B

The activities of the Ministry of Health (MH) in
connection with product safety involve the coor-
dination of actions related to food intoxications
and the fight against zoonosis vectors.

Regional and local levels

The MH is represented in each province by staff
dealing mainly with public sanitary measures.
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3.9 Tunisia

oE @

Subordinate regional and local a

Simplified depiction of food safety authorities in Tunisia

The legislative framework governing quality and

food safety in Tunisia is as follows:

» Law No.92-117 of 7 December 1992 on the
protection of consumers,

» Law No. 2005-95 of 18 October 2005 on live-
stock and animal products,

» Law No.2009-38 of 30 June 2009 concerning
the national standardisation system and

» Law No. 66-27 of 30 April 1966 promulgating
the Labour Code.

The consumer protection act is a harmonised
and horizontal law. It was established in 1992
and aims to cover the entire spectrum of goods
including food. The consumer protection act is
based on national and international regulations
in order to evaluate products without discrimina-
tion between local, imported or exported goods.
The law defines four institutions that are involved
in the control of products: controllers from the
Ministries of Trade, Agriculture, Home Affairs
and Health. The role of coordination, however,
is assigned to trade services. A current review
of the text is expected to divide it into a “Food
Safety Act” and a consumer protection law for
other goods.

Official controls for food, feed, animal health and
welfare and plant health are not based on an ap-
propriate local risk evaluation framework but on
international standards such as those of Codex
Alimentarius.

MS
Ministry of Health

Health policy, food safety
Food control activities
Food outbreak surveillance
Risk assessment

Risk communication

Risk management

EFSA contact point

VVVYyVVYVYY

Seat: Tunis
http://www.santetunisie.rns.tn
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The ministry’s organisational set-up was defined
by the decree of the Organisation of the Ministry
of Health (MS) in 1974 and completed by two
decrees in 1981 and 1982.

The regional directorates of public health are
governed directly by means of decree No.2010-
1668 of 5 July 2010, establishing the responsibil-
ities and organisation of the regional directorates
of public health.
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The official control structures for quality and food

safety in the MS are:

» The Directorate of Environmental Health and
Protection of the Environment (DHMPE),

» The National Agency of Sanitary and Environ-
mental Control Products (ANCSEP).

MARHP

Ministry of Agriculture,
Water Resources and Fishery

>
>
4
>
>

Agricultural policy

Agricultural products

Plant health

Animal health

Controls on quality, labelling and
traceability of food and feed
Plant protection products and fertilisers
Risk assessment

Risk management

Risk communication

RASFF Contact Point

vVvyvVvyyvyy

Seat: Tunis
http://www.agriculture.tn
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The official control systems for quality and food
safety in the Ministry of Agriculture, Water Re-
sources and Fishery (MARHP) are:

» General Directorate of Veterinary Services
(DGSV),

» General Directorate of Protection and Con-
trol and Quality of Agricultural Products
(DGPCQPA),

» Regional Commissions for Agricultural Devel-
opment (CRDA),

» The National Centre of Zoo Sanitary Monitor-
ing and Surveillance (CNVZ).

Risk assessment opinions and reports are drafted
by the first expert committee on animal health (CES-
SA) at the CNVZ but are not yet completely pub-
lished online; however, a summary of the opinions
and reports can be found on the CNVZ's website.
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MIC
Ministry of Industry and Commerce

» Fraud repression

» Market surveillance

Controls on quality, labelling and
traceability of food and feed

Plant protection products and fertilisers
Risk management

Risk communication

RAPEX contact point

Agreement

Support to industry

Industrial factories

National Codex Committee
Products of plant and animal origin
Non-food products
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Seat: Tunis
http://www.industrie.gov.tn

The Ministry of Industry and Commerce (MIC)
plays the role of a coordinator according to the
consumer protection act. The metrology services
are also under the governance of this ministry.

There are 64 control quality inspectors (out of
hundreds of economic inspectors).

The official control systems for quality and food
safety at the Ministry of Industry and Commerce
are:

» Directorate of Quality and Consumer Protec-
tion (DQPC) of the Directorate General of
Quality, Internal Trade, Services

» Directorate of Technical Control of the Central
Directorate of Studies and Promotion (DCEP)
of the Office of Commerce of Tunisia (OCT)

» General Directorate of the Agro-Food Indus-
try (DGIA), where horizontal commissions
give the industry permission to export and
open special food factories

» Regional Directorates of Commerce: 24 Di-
rectorates.


http://www.agriculture.tn
http://www.industrie.gov.tn
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The technical centre of food industries, an in-
stitution under the governance of the MIC, sup-
ports the national programmes to promote the
food industry.

A standardisation body called INNORPI has,
in addition to its standardisation department,
a department of certification (for products and
systems) and another department dealing with
industrial property.

The National Codex Committee, which was cre-
ated in 2000, is subordinated to the Ministry of
Industry and Commerce. Its secretariat is subor-
dinated to the technical centre of food industries
(CTAA).

Created in 1994, the Tunisian Accreditation
Council (TUNAC) is recognised by ILAC, IAF and
has accredited more than 100 laboratories.

MLAE
Ministry of Local Affairs and Environment

» Risk management

» Control of public establishments
» Slaughterhouse

» Meat products, groceries

Seat: Tunis
boc@mineat.gov.tn (email)

The control services are included in the 264 exis-
ting municipalities and have only local authority.
The municipalities play an important role in food
hygiene through the control of public establish-
ments (Organic Municipalities Act: Law number
33 March 1975). However, specialised services
exist only for big towns; for example, the Munici-
pality of Tunis (most important hygiene service)
has 35 inspectors.

Regional and local levels

There are central services (headquarters) and
24 regional (provincial) services for the three
departments (health, trade and agriculture) fol-
lowing the administrative division of the country.

The Ministry of Local Affairs and Environment
operates as a central department (headquarters).

In Tunisia there are more than 206 municipals.
These municipals perform control activities at
the local level, especially those located in main
cities with hygiene services. Testing laboratories
involved in food control: there is no specific law
organising these laboratories.

Even though there are no official requirements,
many public labs have been empowered by their
ministries to carry out analysis under the con-
sumer protection act.

Under MS there are 22 regional hygiene labs, the
“Pasteur Institute Lab” (national salmonella refer-
ence lab) and the lab of the National Institute of
Nutrition and Food Technology. The Pasteur Insti-
tute food and water lab and two regional labs are
involved in accreditation processes.

The Tunis Municipality Food Lab is subordinate
to the MLAE (accredited).

Under the MARHP: lab of the National Veterinari-
an Institute (involved in an accreditation process)
and Lab of Quarantine. Under the Ministry of In-
dustry and Commerce: LCAE (the main control
lab in Tunisia) which is accredited in chemical
and microbiological analysis of water; accredi-
tation in microbiological food analysis is in pro-
gress. It is also accredited in metrology.

In the private sector there are food laboratories,

but these laboratories are mainly used by facto-
ries for their own inspections and controls.
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3.10 Ukraine

MAPFU

SSUFSCP

Subordinate regional and local authorities

Simplified depiction of food safety authorities in Ukraine

The main legal basis in the field of food products
in Ukraine is the Law of Ukraine on Food Safety
and Quality.

According to the Resolution of the Cabinet of
Ministers of Ukraine of 10 September 2014,
No. 442 “On optimization of the system of central
executive bodies”, the State Service of Ukraine
on Food Safety and Consumer Protection was
not only established but also reorganised. The
State Veterinary and Phytosanitary Service was
transformed and the State Inspection for Con-
sumer Protection and the State Sanitary and
Epidemiological Service were organisationally
integrated into the newly established State Ser-
vice. The function of implementation of the law,
which was previously performed by reorganised
authorities, was also assigned to the newly cre-
ated service. The division of responsibilities pre-
sented here is up-to-date.

MAPFU

Ministry of Agrarian Policy and Food of
Ukraine

» Agricultural policy
» Food security and food safety
» Risk management

Seat: Kiev
http://minagro.gov.ua/

OV &
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The central executive body that formulates and
implements state policy in the field of food safety
and indicators of quality is the Ministry of Agrar-
ian Policy and Food of Ukraine (MAPFU). The
MAPFU establishes the order for approval of ex-
port items, inserting and removing them from the
registry. It is further responsible for conducting
regular consultations with the competent author-
ities of other countries for mutual agreement on
equivalent sanitary measures and signing of rele-
vant agreements.

The MAPFU approves:

» Requirements for implementation of state
controls,

» Provision of templates that can be applied by
the state inspectors during implementation of
state controls,

» Long-term plans for state controls,

» Methods of zoonoses control, pathological
methods in the post-mortem stage,

» Order and criteria of authorisation for the
accredited laboratories, including reference
laboratories,

» Requirements and rules for animal slaughter.


http://minagro.gov.ua/
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MOHU
Ministry of Health of Ukraine

SSUFSCP

State Service of Ukraine on Food Safety
and Consumer Protection

>
>
>
>
>
>
>

» Health policy

» Risk management Food safety and feed safety

Animal health and animal welfare
Identification and registration of animals
Quarantine and plant protection
Protection of plant variety rights

Plant health

Controls on quality, labelling and
traceability of food and feed

Seat: Kiev
http://www.moz.gov.ua

OEBIGOICIE

The central executive body that formulates and

implements state policy in the field of pub- » Protection products and fertilisers
lic health is the Ministry of Health of Ukraine » Risk communication
(MOHU): » Risk assessment
» Risk management
The MOHU » RASFF Contact Point

» Establishes an adequate level of protection
of human health,

» Establishes the order of natification in the
event of food poisoning,

» Carries out state registration and maintains
these registers by adding the latest food
products, food additives, flavourings, en-
zymes, drinking and mineral water according
to established criteria.

Seat: Kiev
http://www.consumer.gov.ua/

GANBIRIOISLE

The central executive body that implements state
policy in food safety and specific indicators of
quality (competent authority) is the State Service
of Ukraine on Food Safety and Consumer Pro-
The MOHU approves: tection (SSUFSCP).
» Indicators of food safety and other objects of

sanitary measures, hygiene requirements for

the objectives of sanitary measures,

The SSUFSCP
» Organises and carries out state controls, in-

v

Criteria of drinking water as “mineral drinking
water”,

A list of reference methods,

Certain indicators of quality food,
Methodological guidelines and uploads them
to its official website on the day following ap-
proval.

cluding state controls of the agricultural mar-
kets and border controls,

» Delegates the powers for implementation of

state controls in cases specified by the leg-
islation,

» Develops and implements the long-term

plans for state controls and reports annually
on the status of implementation,

» Approves the annual plans for state controls

and the state monitoring plans,

» Carries out ante-mortem/post-mortem inspec-

tion of hunted animals,

» Publishes authorisation documents.
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Executes state control over the implementa-
tion of the permanent procedures that are
based on the principles of Hazard Analysis
and Critical Control Points (HACCP),
Authorises laboratories and reference labo-
ratories for research (testing) into objectives
of sanitary measures in line with the targets
determined by state controls,

Establishes the frequency of state controls
based on the results of risk analysis,

Carries out epizootic investigations or, if nec-
essary, participates in investigations aimed
at establishing causes and conditions for the
admission of the circulation of dangerous
food products and those not fit for human
consumption,

Provides within its powers the actions neces-
sary to eliminate violations and files criminal
charges against those responsible for viola-
tions.

Regional and local levels

Ukraine consists of 27 regions with twenty-four
oblasts (regions) and one Autonomous Republic
of Crimea (ARC). Additionally, both the capital
Kiev and Sevastopol have a special legal status.
The 24 oblasts and ARC are subdivided into
490 districts and city municipalities of regional
significance, or second-level administrative units.
The SSFUSCP is responsible for the enforcement
of food laws and carrying out food inspections.
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4 Glossary

Biocide or
biocidal product

Codex Alimentarius

Codex Contact Point

Competent authority

Contaminant

Drinking water @

EFSA Focal Point
EU Directive
EU Regulation

Feed or
Feedingstuff

Food or
Foodstuff

Active substance (or preparations containing one or more active
substances) intended to destroy, deter or exert a controlling effect on
harmful organisms by chemical or biological means. The term biocide

(or biocidal product) implies that the active substance(s) are present in a
form or product which can be supplied to the user (cp. Directive 98/8/EC).

(Latin for “food code”) Collection of internationally adopted food
standards, guidelines and codes of practice. Although the standards
described in the “Codex Alimentarius” are not binding, they serve as a
guideline for national food-law regulations. Codex Alimentarius follows
the principle that consumers have a right to expect their food to be safe,
of good quality and suitable for consumption. The Codex Alimentarius
is prepared by the Codex Alimentarius Commission, a working group
of the United Nations (FAO) and the World Health Organization (WHO),
consisting of 188 Codex Members and 219 Codex Observers.

Codex Contact Points act as the link between the Codex Alimentarius
Secretariat and member countries. Codex Contact Points receive all
Codex final texts (standards, codes of practice, guidelines and other
advisory texts) and working documents of Codex sessions and ensure
that they are circulated to those concerned within their own countries.

An organisation that has the legally delegated authority to perform a
designated function.

Any substance not intentionally added to food which is present in such
food as a result of the production (including operations carried out in

crop husbandry, animal husbandry and veterinary medicine), manufacture,
processing, preparation, treatment, packing, packaging, transport or
holding of such food, or as a result of environmental contamination.
Extraneous matter, such as, for example, insect fragments, animal hair,
etc, is not covered by this definition (Regulation (EEC) No. 315/93).

Water from the tap, intended for human consumption.

EFSA Focal Points act as link between the European Food Safety Authority
(EFSA) and EU Member States and neighbouring countries.

EU Directives are legislative acts of the EU, which have to be
implemented into national law by the Member States.

EU regulations apply directly in all Member States of the EU without
the Member State having to enact national laws.

Any substance or product, including additives, whether processed,
partially processed or unprocessed, intended to be used for oral feeding
to animals (Commission Recommendation 2011/25/EU).

Processed, partially processed or unprocessed product or substance
intended or reasonably expected to be ingested by humans (Regulation
(EC) No. 178/2002).
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Food hygiene

Food safety

Food
supplements

Genetic @
engineering

Institutions involved in the
EFSA network pursuant
to Article 36 Reg. (EC)
No. 178/2002

Mineral water

@

Multi-annual national
control plans

Novel food
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Five keys of food hygiene defined by WHO: 1) Prevention of contaminating
food with pathogens spreading from people, pets and pests; 2) Separation
of raw and cooked foods to prevent contaminating the cooked foods;

3) Cooking of foods for the appropriate length of time and at the
appropriate temperature to kill pathogens; 4) Storage of food at the
proper temperature; 5) Use of safe water and raw materials.

Food safety ensures that food consumption (according to its intended

use) does not cause harm and/or foodborne illness to the consumer.
Appropriate food hygiene contributes towards food safety; however the
term food safety also includes the absence of harmful substances such as
environmental contaminants or residues of veterinary medicinal products.

Nutrients or other substances with a nutritional or physiological effect
aimed to supplement the normal diet. Food supplements are usually

on the market as capsules, pastilles, tablets, pills, sachets of powder,
ampoules of liquids, drop dispensing bottles, and other similar forms
of liquids and powders designed to be taken in measured small unit

quantities (Directive 2002/46/EC).

All modern molecular biology techniques used to isolate, manipulate
and transfer genes from one organism to another.

Organisations which are approved to undertake work on behalf of
EFSA (i.e. data collection, preparatory work for the development of
scientific opinions or other scientific and technical support). EFSA
distributes “calls for proposals” which describe EFSA's research
questions that need to be answered, and “Article 36 Organisations” can
apply for the “job”. An up-to-date list of the institutions involved in the
EFSA network pursuant to Article 36 Reg. (EC) No. 178/2002 is available
in the internet at: https://www.efsa.europa.eu/sites/default/files/assets/
art36listg.pdf

Bottled water for human consumption either a) natural mineral water,

b) natural spring water or c) processed tap water. Natural mineral water
is groundwater that has emerged from the ground and contains a
certain amount of minerals. Spring water is also groundwater that has
emerged from the ground but contains a lower amount of minerals.
The icon does not refer to bottled water that is intended for medicinal
purposes.

A multi-annual national control plan describes how certain aspects of
governmental control and inspection in the area of food and feed safety
are organised, conducted and/or implemented. This includes the
frequency of inspections, the distribution of inspections amongst
business sectors and operators and number of samples to be
analysed.

Novel foods are foods and food ingredients that have not been used
for human consumption to a significant degree within the EU before
15 May 1997. In order to ensure the highest level of protection of
human health, novel foods must undergo a safety assessment before
being placed on the EU market. Only those products considered to be
safe for human consumption are authorised for marketing.
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Plant protection @
products or

Pesticides

Primary food production

RASFF Contact Point

REACH

Residue

Residues of
veterinary

medicinal products

Risk assessment

Risk communication

Risk management

Zoonosis

Active substances and preparations containing one or more active
substances intended to protect plants (or plant products) against harmful
organisms. The term plant protection product (or pesticide) implies that
the active substance(s) are present in a form or product which can be
supplied to the user. Active substances in plant protection products may
also destroy undesired plants or influence life processes of plants in a
way other than as a nutrient (for example growth regulators).

Growth, cultivation, harvesting, collection or catching of food, for example
harvesting, slaughter, milking or fishing. The term primary food production
does not include substantial transformation of food, for example

manufacturing or canning, or sale or service of food directly to the public.

The Rapid Alert System for Food and Feed (RASFF) is an information
exchange tool for national control authorities within the EU. RASFF has
35 members. Each member has an RASFF Contact Point. When a RASFF
member has any information about a serious health risk from food or
feed, it must immediately notify the European Commission using RASFFE
In particular, Member States have to notify the Commission if they take
measures such as withdrawing or recalling food or feed products from
the market in order to protect consumers’ health and if rapid action is
required. The Commission immediately transmits the notification to all
members of the network through the contact points.

Regulatory framework for the registration, evaluation and authorisation
of chemicals to ensure greater safety in the manufacture and use of
chemical substances.

Substance present in or on plants, plant products, edible animal products
or drinking water resulting from the use of plant protection products

or veterinary drugs, including their metabolites, breakdown or reaction
products.

Substances contained in plants, plant products, edible animal products
or drinking water which originate from the use of veterinary medicines,
including metabolites, decomposition and reaction products.

Scientific activity consisting of hazard identification, hazard
characterisation, exposure assessment and risk characterisation.

Interactive exchange of information of risk assessors, risk managers,
consumers, feed and food businesses, academic community and other
interested parties with regard to risks, hazards and risk perceptions. Risk
communication also includes explanation of scientific risk assessment
and risk management decisions.

Process of weighing policy alternatives, taking decisions and
implementing control and inspection procedures to handle risk associated
with the food chain.

Any disease and/or infection which is naturally transmissible directly
or indirectly between animals and humans.
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5 List of Abbreviations

Armenia

Belarus

Georgia
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FSRAASC
SNCO

SSFS

RVSPCLS
SNCO

BASVSSBT

BSVC

DVFS

MAF RB

MAPG

MH RB

MSIS-

GQPP

RCHEPH

SPCH

VS

LMA

MOH
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Sumnuynipyniblikph §EGnpnk

[ocypapcTBeHHoe yypexaeHne «beno-
pycckoe ynpaBrneHve rocyaapcTBEHHOMo
BETEpVHapHOro Hafa3opa Ha rocyaap-
CTBEHHOW rpaHu1LIe N TpaHCMopTe»

[ocynapcTBeHHoe yupexaeHue «beno-
PYCCKMIA roCy0apCTBEHHbIN BETEPUHAP-

HbI LIEHTP»

[lenapTameHT BETEPUHAPHOTO U
NpPOAOBONLCTBEHHOIO HaA30pa

MVHWUCTEPCTBO CENbCKOro X03d1UcTBa U
npopoBonbCTBUs Pecny6bnukv Benapych

[maBHoe ynpaBneHWe pacTeHNEBOACTBA

MuHUCTEpPCTBO 30paBOOXpPaHEHUS

Pecny6nvkn Benapycb

FocynapcTBeHHoe yupexaeHue «ImasHas
roCyAapCTBEHHAsi MHCTIEKLMS MO CEMEHO-
BOACTBY, KApaHTUHY W 3aLUMTe pacTeHUn»

FocynapcTBeHHOe yupexaeHue «Pecny-
GrMKaHCKUI LIEHTP MMIMeHbl, aNUaeMUo-
NOTMK 1 06LLECTBEHHOTO 3[0POBbSI»

Pecny6nvkaHckoe yHUTapHoe

npeanpusitue «Hay4Ho-npakTUYeckuii

LEHTP rMrmeHbl»

[ocymapcTBeHHOE yypexaeHue
«BeTepuHapHbIi Haa30p»

LmgzmoL 3xMbymdol
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%9630 gmmdols s LmEosenymo
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Food Safety Risk Assessment
and Analysis Scientific Center

State Service for Food Safety

Republican Veterinary-Sanitary
and Phytosanitary Laboratory
Services Center

State institution “Belarusian
Authority of the State Veteri-
nary Supervision at the State
Border and Transport”

State institution “Belarusian
State Veterinary Center”

Department of Veterinary and
Food Supervision

Ministry of Agriculture and
Food of the Republic of
Belarus

Main Authority of Plant
Growing

Ministry of Health
of the Republic of Belarus

State institution “Main State
Inspectorate for Seed Grow-
ing, Quarantine and Plant
Protection”

Republican Centre for
Hygiene, Epidemiology and
Public Health

Scientific Practical Centre of
Hygiene

State institution “Veterinary
Supervision”

Laboratory of the Ministry of
Agriculture

Ministry of Labour,
Health and Social Affairs
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Georgia

Israel

Jordan

Lebanon

Moldova

MOA

MOF

NFA

NCDC

RS
SRCA

FCS
MoAg
MOH
PPIS

VSAH
JFDA
JSMO

MOA
MOH

MOMRA
and GAM

FSLC

MoA

MoET

Mol
MoPH

ANSA

APC at
MEC

CNSP

LsJstogemmb LmazmmoL
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L3 J860035mML B0bsbLIS
Ls3obolLE MM

LyOLsEL ghmzbymo
LssagbB™

0853300505008 3MbEMmmmols
3LsBMasMYdM030
R363M00gmmdoL ghmzbymo
395300

399mbszmndob LsdLsbymo
Lmgzmob 3®Obymdol

Ls39EboyMm-33ma30m0 39bGMO
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Agentia Nationala pentru
Siguranta Alimentelor

Agentia pentru Protectia

Consumatorului in incinta Ministerului

Economiei si Comertului

Centrul National pentru
Sanatatea Publica

Ministry of Agriculture

Ministry of Finance

National Food Agency

National Center For Disease
Control and Public Health

Revenue Service

Scientific Research Centre of
Agriculture

Food Control Service
Ministry of Agriculture
Ministry of Health

Plant Protection and
Inspection Services

Veterinary Services and
Animal Health

Jordan Food and Drug
Administration

Jordan Standards and
Metrology Organisation

Ministry of Agriculture
Ministry of Health

Ministry of Municipalities &
Rural Affairs and Greater
Amman Municipality

Food Safety Lebanese
Commission

Ministry of Agriculture
Ministry of Economy and
Trade

Ministry of Industry

Ministry of Public Health

National Food Safety Agency

Agency for Consumer
Protection at the Ministry of
Economy

National Centre for Public
Health
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Moldova

Morocco

Tunisia

Ukraine
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MAIA
MS

C adhoh
ER

C adhoc
Vigilance

CIERPA

DCQ

MA
MH
ONSSA

SC GR

SCPV
SE ONSSA
SPV

SV
MARHP

MIC
MLAE

MS
MAPFU

MOHU
SSUFSCP

Ministerul Agriculturii si
Industriei Alimentare

Ministerul Sanatatii
Comité adhoc Evaluation des risques

Comité adhoc Vigilance

Comité Interministériel Evaluation des
Risques des Produits Alimentaires siege
a 'ONSSA president et secretariat

Direction du Contréle et de la Qualité
aux frontieres (Import/Export)

Ministére de I'Agriculture
Ministére de la Santé

Office National de Sécurité Sanitaire des
Produits Alimentaires

Services Centraux de 'ONSSA chargés
de I'Evaluation des Risques

Service de Controle des Produits
Vegetaux

Services Exterieurs de TONSSA chargés
de la gestion des risques

Service de la Protection des Végétaux
Services Veétérinaires

Ministére de I'Agriculture, des Res-
sources Hydraulique et de la Péche

Ministere de I'lndustrie et du Commerce

Ministére des affaires locales et de
I’environnement

Ministere de la Santé

MiHicTepcTBO arpapHoi MomiTUkK Ta
NpoaoBONbCTBA YKpaiHu

MiHicTepcTBO OXOPOHM 300pOB’st YKpaiHu
OepxaBHa cnyxba YkpaiHu 3 nuTaHb
6e3ne4yHOCTi Xap4oBUX NPOJYKTIB Ta
3aXMCTy CroXuBadis

Ministry of Agriculture and
Food Industry

Ministry of Health

adhoc Risk Assessment
Committee

adhoc Vigilance Committee

Interministerial Committee
for Risk Assessment of Food
Products, headquarters at
the ONSSA President and
Secretariat

Control Department
and Quality at Border
(import/export)
Ministry of Agriculture
Ministry of Health

National Office of Sanitary
Food Safety

Central Services ONSSA
responsible for risk
assessment

Plant Products Control Service

External Services ONSSA
responsible for risk
management

Plant Protection Service
Veterinary Services

Ministry of Agriculture,
Water Resources and Fishery

Ministry of Industry and
Commerce

Ministry of Local Affairs and
Environment

Ministry of Health

Ministry of Agrarian Policy and
Food of Ukraine

Ministry of Health of Ukraine

State Service of Ukraine on
Food Safety and Consumer
Protection






Bundesinstitut fiir Risikobewertung (BfR)
(German Federal Institute for Risk Assessment)
Max-Dohrn-Stralle 8—10

10589 Berlin, GERMANY

Phone +49 30 18412-0
Fax +49 30 18412-4741
international@bfr.ound.de
www.bfrbund.de/en

Institution of the

" Federal Ministry
— % of Food
" and Agriculture

Bundesinstitut fiir Risikobewertung
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